
 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRIKE COMMITTEE ACTING AS THE TOWN OF 

SOUTHINGTON’S LONG-TERM RECOVERY COMMITTEE MEETING 

Minutes of Special Meeting 

May 20, 2020 

 

 

The Economic Development Strike Committee Acting As the Town of Southington’s Long-Term Recovery 

Committee held a special meeting on May 20, 2020, via WebEx Teleconference.  Chairman Michael 

DelSanto called the meeting to order at 12:01 p.m.  

 

The following participated: 

 

Vice Chair Michael Riccio, Town Council Person Christopher Palmieri, Town Manager Mark Sciota, 

Commissioner Robert Hammersley, Board of Finance Tony Morrison, and Economic Development Director 

Louis Perillo, Ex-Officio Members Director of Health Shane Lockwood, Southington Chamber of 

Commerce Barbara Coleman-Hekeler, and David Lavallee, Assist Town Planner, in for Robert Phillips 

 

Absent:  Director of Planning and Community Development Robert Phillips 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Michael DelSanto at 12:01 p.m.  

 

2.    Roll Call  

 

3.      Review and Approve the Minutes of the May 7, 2020 Special Meeting 

 

A motion was made by Town Manager Sciota, and seconded by T. Morrison, to approve the minutes of the 

May 7, 2020 Special Meeting as presented.  The Motion passed on a voice vote.   

 

4.      Discussion – Reopening procedures for restaurants, barber shops, beauty salons, retail, office,  

     and medical office.  

 

Restaurants will be open for outdoor dining only beginning May 20, 2020.  Tents will be allowed.  If the 

tents are 400 square feet or larger, the establishment will have to submit a sketch to Planning and Zoning and 

there will need to be Building and Fire Department approval.  The instructions are on the Town website. 

 

Barber shops and salons will be opening June 1st. Retail will allow 50% occupancy.  Offices will be opening.  

The dental offices will be protesting today, and medical offices are open. 

 

Dave Lavallee sat in for Rob Phillips.  He stated the town has approved several restaurants and several more 

will be approved shortly.   

 

Chairman DelSanto stated the Town departments have worked really hard at getting this work done quickly.  

T. Morrison asked how many had applied for outside dining.  D. Lavallee state 9 had been approved and 8 

were in the que waiting to be approved.  R. Hammersley asked how may had outside dining already.  D. 

Lavallee stated easily 30-40 were already set up.   



T. Morrison asked what the requirements were for retail.  It was explained that they are allowed to open with 

50% capacity.   

 

 

 5. Town Offices Opening Schedule 

 

Town Manager Sciota stated the Town will be fully staffed beginning May 26, 2020.  The Town, except for 

Calendar House and Library, will be open to the public on June 8th.  The Library and Barnes Museum will 

open June 15th.  The Library will use curbside pickup, and Barnes Museum will have appointments only for 

groups of four or less.  The Town is opening the tennis courts beginning May 26th.  Each tennis court will be 

allowed two persons per court.  We rely on residents to self-police.  The dog park will reopen to the public 

beginning June 8th, with self-policing.   

 

The Town offices will have plastic partitions, and face masks and social distancing will be required.  It is 

hoped that residents continue to use phone calls, the websites, and the drop boxes, which will be maintained 

outside the two Town buildings.  We are living in a time where technology can be used, and we would 

encourage it. 

 

 T. Morrison stated it was great to see Town services opening up but asked if the Library curbside, which is 

scheduled to open June 15th, couldn’t be opened sooner.  Town Manager Sciota stated it was discussed and 

the Library needs the extra week to get everything in place and won’t be ready to open until June 15th.   

 

Town Manager Sciota stated that S. Lockwood texted him and S. Lockwood stated that starting June 8th 

social distancing and masks couldn’t be stressed enough.  S. Lockwood said that the opening of Town pools 

was under advisement and the Department of Health wasn’t ready to make a decision on it yet.   

 

S. Lockwood said that retail and restaurants are all encouraged to go to the DECD website 

businessct.gov/recovery if there are any questions.  There is a self-certifying link and gives basic information 

on social distancing and signs that are required.  The Plainville/Southington Health Department website will 

post the website.   

  

6. Center Street 

 

Town Manager Sciota stated there was discussion on closing Center Street from Main Street west but it was 

decided not to close the road.  After discussion with M. DelSanto, M. Riccio, L. Perillo along with Chief 

Daly and the Fire Department about closing an area for four restaurants, it was suggested that the area after 

the Town Parking lot west of North Liberty Street to High Street be temporarily closed.  There will be access 

to Sons of Italy and to Mat Florian’s building (Factory Square).      

 

7. Public Comments 

 

T. Morrison asked how soon it could be done.  Town Manager Sciota said, if the Committee approved the 

motion to temporarily close the area, it could be done as early as May 21st.   

 

Al Riccadone said he was in favor of shutting down the road.  He asked if he could put up a fence in his 

parking lot and open his area up.  Chairman DelSanto said to check the link for instructions and there would 

be a quick turnaround.   

 



Council Chair Victoria Triano thanks all for the help to the Town.  She stated Flair Restaurant was going to 

use the covered area from the bank’s drive thru attached to its building.   

 

M. Riccio asked about tents in the road.  Town Manager Sciota said tents could not be erected as the Fire 

Department might have an issue if there were to be an emergency.  Tables could easily be pushed if 

necessary.   

 

Ace (inaudible) wanted to know how soon it would be done if the motion was approved so he could notify 

his patrons.  Town Manager Sciota said if the motion were approved, that it would be done tomorrow.  Ace 

asked how long this would apply, if it would be permanent, and Town Manager Sciota said it would go until 

June 20th, which the Governor is calling for Phase II.  The issue would be reviewed depending on the 

Governor’s restrictions.  No one is calling for a permanent closing of Center Street.    

 

Town Manager Sciota asked if there were any further questions.  Seeing none, he asked that the Committee 

revisit Item No. 6, which is the motion to close Center Street.  Town Manager Sciota made the motion to 

close Center Street as set forth on the map attached beginning tomorrow morning, May 21st through June 

20th, giving the Committee the option, if things change and all the restaurants are fully open, to look at it and 

revise the provisions, and if not, then the extend the closing.  M. Riccio seconded the motion.  Chairman 

DelSanto asked for a vote.  He asked for any opposed.  L. Perillo abstained.  Chairman DelSanto stated the 

motion carried 7/0/1. 

 

8. Any Other Business 

 

M. Riccio stated his gratitude to the Town Staff for the lightening speed. 

 

Town Manager Sciota thanked Rob and his staff, Jack, Lou, Chief Butler.  This is one occasion where we 

gave everyone what they were looking for – outside dining and pickup.   

 

Chairman DelSanto stated this happened because the restaurants asked if we could do it.  This is not done on 

a whim.  If any restaurants or businesses feel left out, we will get an answer.  Chairman DelSanto said to call 

his cell phone 860-919-1908 or email him, and he will get the answers from the right people. 

 

Tony Morrison asked about any further updates in Town such as the graduation, the Southington Drive In, or 

other things we should be aware of. 

 

Town Manager Sciota said graduation was to be a decision made by the Board of Education.  We are looking 

forward to June 20th which will be Phase II to see what happens. 

 

 9. Adjournment 

 

A motion was made by Town Manager Sciota, seconded by T. Morrison, and unanimously carried to adjourn 

the meeting.   The meeting was adjourned at 12:38 p.m.  

 

 

 


